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months to live, can bear witness to the efficacy of my treat¬ 
ment .”—Marie Corrclli , Romance of Two Worlds. 

Nor does the above statement seem to be unduly em¬ 
phatic, in view of the results obtained from the intelligent 
use of this form of energy in the treatment of disease. Its 
value is being daily demonstrated, even to the conviction 
of those who have frankly disbelieved. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that among alienists, 
there are at last appearing exponents of its great value in 
the treatment of different forms of mental disease. 

But while such is the case, we do not know of any sys¬ 
tematic use of the different forms of the electrical current 
in asylums for the insane. 


THE PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF THE FRANK- 
LINIC CURRENT. 

Damian, of Paris, has recently published a study upon 
the above subject. 

By means of his experiments he has conclusively 
demonstrated, that under positive electrization the heart’s 
action is stimulated, and contracts with greater energy, 
as indicated by sphygmographic tracings. The tempera¬ 
ture, with the same insulation, and with sparks, was increased 
from .025 to .4 of a degree; while with the simple bath, posi¬ 
tive insulation there was an increase in the temperature of 
.5 of a degree. 

The production of urea under the influence of the elec¬ 
tro-positive bath was sensibly increased, its weight being 
elevated from 24.64 to 26.4 grammes. The same insulation 
with sparks increased the daily total of urea from 27 to 28, 
30, 31 and 32.68 grammes. The electro-negative bath was 
followed by an increase in the volume of urine. In no 
other form of application was the volume sensibly increased 
or diminished, while under the same insulation with sparks 
the amount of urea was progressively diminished; but less 
with bath. The phosphoric acid in the urine was decreased 
under the negative electrization, but more so with the posi¬ 
tive insulation. 

The alkaline phosphates were diminished in the same 
proportion, but more so with positive than with negative; less 
with bath than with spark. The earthy phosphates were 
decreased under negative, less under positive electrization. 
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Thus we see by M. Damian’s experiments that the 
heart’s action is stimulated, the circulation improved, the 
temperature augmented, and the excretions increased. 
Further than this he.has not yet demonstrated; but he 
believes that there are other effects which are as yet unde- 
monstrable. A moral or psychic effect is universally con¬ 
ceded; but the above experiments have clearly proven that 
the influence of static electricity does not end there, as 
many are disposed to claim. 


FRANKLINIZATION IN MENTAL DISEASES. 

From the time of Professor Jallabert, of Geneva, in 
1747-48, Maudyt in 1784, Perfect in 1740-89, but little use 
was made of the franklinic current until the grand reform 
of Pinel and Esquirol. Esquirol, in connection with Al- 
dini, the nephew of Galvani, reported cases of cure by static 
electricity, and a series of experiments made upon a num¬ 
ber of insane women at Salpetriere in 1823-24. 

Since then, and until late years, this method of treat¬ 
ment has been abandoned, largely, no doubt, because of the 
inefficiency of the machines provided for the development 
of this form of electricity. 

In 1877, however, Charcot organized the methodical 
treatment of the patients in Salpetriere by static electricity. 
And to-day the method comprises a number of partisans, 
and is taught in Russia, Germany and America. 

On the 7th of August, 1891, Dr. Paul Ladame, of Geneva, 
read a paper on the use of static electricity in the treat¬ 
ment of mental diseases before the Congress of French 
Alienists at Lyons, France. 

This paper appears in full in the “ Bulletin de la Societe 
de Medicine Mentale de Belgique ” for September, 1891. 

From it we glean the following thoughts and cases : 

Dr. Ladame began using static electricity in the treat¬ 
ment of his patients at Geneva, after having studied its use 
and effects at Salpetriere. His object, he says, in pre¬ 
senting the subject is to encourage the adoption in asylums 
of a therapeutic agent which is not only of great value, but 
very simple. 

Conditions of psychic depression, hypochondria, and 
melancholia, with insomnia, seemed from the first to clearly 
indicate the necessity for treatment with static electricity. 

Under this head he reports the following case, a lady, 
ret. forty-two, became the subject of melancholia under 
great grief: 



